c 65 The Dog Owners\u27 Liability Act, 1980 by Ontario
Ontario: Annual Statutes
1980
c 65 The Dog Owners' Liability Act, 1980
Ontario
© Queen's Printer for Ontario, 1980
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/ontario_statutes
This Statutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Statutes at Osgoode Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Ontario:
Annual Statutes by an authorized administrator of Osgoode Digital Commons.
Bibliographic Citation
The Dog Owners' Liability Act, 1980, SO 1980, c 65
Repository Citation
Ontario (1980) "c 65 The Dog Owners' Liability Act, 1980," Ontario: Annual Statutes: Vol. 1980, Article 67.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/ontario_statutes/vol1980/iss1/67
1980 DOG OWKERS' LIABILITY 
CHAPTER 65 
An Act to provide for Liability 
for Injuries caused by Dogs 
Chap. 65 
Assented to December 12th, 1980 
H ER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, 
enacts as follo\vs: 
1 . In this Act, "o \vner", \.Vhen used in relation to a dog, 
includes a person who possesses or harbours the clog and, where 
the owner is a minor, the person responsible for the custody of the 
minor. 
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2.-(1) The ovvner of a dog is liable for damages resulting from Liability 
of owner 
a bite or attack by the dog on another person. 
379 
(2) \Vhere there is more than one owner of a dog, they are Where nrnre 
than one jointly and severally liable under this section. owner 
(3) The liability of the owner does not depend upon scfrnt1T or Extent of 
• halnlit' fault or negligence on the part of the owner, but the court shall · 
reduce the damages awarded in proportion to the degree, if any, lo 
which the fault or negligence of the plaintiff caused or contributed 
to the damages. 
(4) An owner who is liable to pay damages under this section is Contrilmtion 
· J l · b · d · d · f' l bY person at enht ec to recover contn ut1on an m emmty rom any ot 1er r;itih 
person in proportion to the degree to which the other person's fault 
or negligence caused or contributed to the damag-es. 
a .-(1) \Vhere damage is caused by being bitten or attacked by '\i'"li•·niion 
a dog on the premises of the owner, the liability of the owner is •;980, r 14 
determined under this Act and not under The Orcupirn' Liability 
Act, 1980. 
(2) \Vhere a person is on premises with the intention of com- l'M'''110" 
mitting, or in the commission of, a criminal act on the premises ;;~opnt, 
and incurs damage caused by being bitten or attacked by a dog, 
the owner is not liable under section 2 unless the keeping of the 
dog; on the premises \Vas unreasonable for the purpose of the 
protection of persons or property. 
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Chap. ti~ llO<; O\\'N ERS' LIAfll LIT\' 1980 
1.- ( I) \\'lwrl' it is alleged that a <log has bitten or attacked a 
pl'r~o11. a prnn'l'dinµ: may hl' com11ie11ced against the owner of the 
dog and thl' proceeding i:.; one to which Part Vlll of The P1·ovincial 
Oj/i•11(1'S • I ct, l CJ79 applic,;. 
(2) \\'here in a proceeding under subsection I , the provincial 
offl'IKC:> court finds that the dog has bitten or attacked a person, 
and the court is satisfied that an order is necessary for the protec-
tion of the public, the court may order, 
(a) that the dog be destroyed in such manner as is provided 
in the order; or 
(b) that the owner of the dog take such steps as are provided 
in the order for the more effective control of the dog. 
(3) In exercising its powers to make an order under subsection 
2. the court may take into consideration the follov.·ing 
circumstances: 
I. The past and present temperament and behaviour of the 
dog. 
2. The seriousness of the injuries causerl by the biting or 
attack. 
3. Unusual contributing circumstances tending to justify 
the action of the dog. 
4 . The improbability that a similar attack will be repeated. 
_,. The dog's physical potential for inflicting harm. 
6. Precautions taken by the owner to preclude similar 
attacks in the future . 
7. Any other circumstances that the court considers to be 
relevant. 
(4) An owner who contravenes an order made under subsection 
2 is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to a fine not 
exceeding $ 2 ,000. 
;').-(I) The Vicious Dogs Act, being chapter 482 of the Revised 
Statutes of Ontario, 1970, is repealed. 
(2) ::\fotwithstanding subsection I, The Vicious TJogs Act con-
tinues to apply in respect of bites of dogs incurred before this Act 
comes into force. 
1980 DOG OWNERS' LIABILlTY Chap. 65 381 
(;. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Comme11cc-
ment 
Assent. 
7. The short title of this Act is The Dog Owners' Liability Act, Short title 
1980. 

